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134 International Journal of Ethics. 

An Essay on Personality as a Philosophical Principle. 
By the Rev. Wilfred Richmond, M. A. London: Edward 

Arnold, 1900. 

This book is intended, the author tells us, "to illustrate a phil- 
osophical principle, not to establish a philosophical conclusion." 
By this we understand him to mean that his object is to state a 
point of view, rather than to demonstrate or even to discuss its 
truth. The point of view is certainly interesting. It is, to use the 
author's own phrase, "a kind of philosophical socialism," and as 
such is likely to appeal to a wide circle of readers, at a time when 
the conception of fellowship, in some form or other, is influencing 
and transforming every department of experience. This point 
of view, it is true, is hardly suggested by the word "Personality." 
But the tenor of the book is to show that the whole content of 
personality implies or presupposes a collective experience. The 
conceptions of the intellect, the laws of will, the objects of emo- 
tion are represented as involving from the beginning a reference 
to other minds. These three factors, it is conceived, interact in 
every phase of experience ; and point, in the course of their devel- 
opment, to the same ultimate ideal. This ideal, in the author's 
view, is the love of God ; God being the only object that satisfies 
at once the craving of volition for law, of intellect for truth and 
of emotion for good. And it is in this love that men find the per- 
fect fellowship to which all their imperfect activities point. 

Such appears to be the general tenor of the book, so far as it 
can be expressed in a few words. In detail a philosopher or a 
psychologist will find, we conceive, much to criticise; but appar- 
ently it is not for these that the author writes. He has in mind 
rather "the very large body of people who are asking themselves 
the philosophic question, and who find themselves repelled by the 
form is which it comes, and the question is offered for their 
acceptance." To these Mr. Richmond's view of experience is 
likely to appeal ; and to them we heartily commend his book. 

G. L. Dickinson. 
King's College, Cambridge, England. 
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